
WMKV Community Advisory Board Meeting Minutes 

 

Date: June 17, 2026 

Time: 11:00 AM – 1:03 PM 

Location: Maple Knoll Village Boardroom 

 

Present: Ken Mandel (Chair), Connie Langhorst, George Zahn (acting secretary), Jim Imholte, 

Sophia McAllister (prospective member) 

 

1. Call to Order 

• Meeting called to order at 11:00 AM  by Ken Mandel. 

• Board members introduced themselves to our guest Sophia McAllister. 

2. Approval of Minutes 

• Minutes from March 2, 2026, were reviewed and approved. 

3. Financial Report 

• Total funds raised from March 2026 Drive  $45,746 

• Total funds raised from the June 2026 Mini-Drive  $26,205+  

o The June 2026 fund drive returned to an active phone bank fund-raiser. 

o In June 2025 we did a ‘Quiet Campaign Drive’ (on-line only fund raising).  This 

event raised minimal funds, but was competing with an ongoing 30th Anniversary 

WMKV campaign 

o Given the economy and inflation, the June total was slightly greater than that 

attained in June 2024, the last June Mini-Drive. 

▪ More pledges, from our mailing renewal reminder letter, are still coming 

in, so the reported amount is not the final tally. 

• New Automation System/New Phone System/New Consoles: 

o Funded with $30,000 from three donors plus $25,000 from the Ohio Valley 

Foundation has provided funds for WMKV to install new automation and phone 

systems.  In addition, there are sufficient remaining funds to allow us to purchase 

and install new consoles.  The consoles are in process of being ordered. 

▪ Automation and phones are installed and working.  Consoles to follow this 

summer. 

o The CAB thanks Melissa White for her work getting the Ohio Valley Foundation 

grant application submitter, and to Dave Schram for identifying and obtaining the 

phone system and consoles.   

 

4. Programming Updates 

• This past spring, WMKV lost two long-time program hosts - Frank Farmer Loomis and 

Lew Gatch.  With their passing, both of their programs, “Keep Antiquing” and 

“Everybody’s Planning Hour, have been discontinued.  Neither are the type of programs 

that will play well as ‘repeat’ shows.   

• WMKV is adding new programs, “WMKV Cares” is a temporary placeholder for 

Everybody’s Planning Hour, and additional thought is being given as to what to do with 

that time slot in the future.  “Eldred’s Antique Hour”, a program hosted by Duncan Gray 

from Boston has been offered to WMKV as a replacement for Frank Loomis’ program.  

The program is aired on commercial radio,and is being edited by Duncan to fit our public 



radio format.  At the time of the recent CAB meeting, the program had been on air- for 2 

or 3 weeks.  The station is getting positive feedback.  In exchange for the program, 

WMKV is giving Eldred’s Auctions five trade spots per week. 

• Dusty Rhodes has a new Sunday morning show on spiritually based pop music, a solid 

compliment to Heritage Hymns, and new late night Music Hall program, all offered free 

to WMKV and without any political content.  Discussion centered not oversaturating 

programming by Mr. Rhodes. 

• Lee Hay and the station (possibly in the record library) have recordings of Oscar 

Treadwell’s jazz show.  We believe the shows in the Maple Knoll library are on reel-to-

reel tape.  The format for the shows in Lee Hay’s possession, which she was given from 

WVXU, is unknown.  Condition of these recordings are unknown. Recordings in the 

record library are property of WMKV, and we have airing rights.  The recordings held by 

Lee Hay are from other stations (question of whether we can air these).   

• As follow-up: 1) George Zahn (or station staff/volunteer) will seek out the tapes at 

WMKV.  2) George Zahn with station staff will determine if the material in the station’s 

possession is useable, and if so, the work needed to make them suitable for broadcast.  3) 

Someone from the station staff will check with Lee Hay about what she has, and any 

rights issues (she received these recordings for WVXU).  Connie suggested trying to find 

an intern or another Maple Knoll staffer (Jack in security was mentioned) as a person to 

hire or volunteer on projects. 

• The V-J Day programs from Connie that George made into a series will air primarily in 

July and August. 

• Connie Langhorst suggested having a booth or doing a show from the antiques mall 

located in Fairfield as outreach and possible income.  Ken brought up other antique 

events in the area.  George is going to check in to see if we can reach one of the old 

organizers, Tony Pham. 

• Connie shared her story of a meeting with Megan Ulrich and Tim McGowan where they 

discussed the history of WMKV, adding WMKV history to the Maple Knoll Annual 

Report, and cleaning of offices (Mike Martini and George Zahn).  The suggestion was 

that housekeeping could have helped as Mike and George were assisted by Dave Schram. 

• WMKV was represented at the “ProSeniors Fraud Expo”, held on May 14th.  Guest 

presenters were interviewed by Mr. Zahn, and an edited show will air as a two-hour 

special on July 2nd. 

• WMKV was offered a free table and was present at the “Local 12 Health and Retirement 

Expo”.  We thank Local 12, a broadcast partner, as the exhibitor cost for participation was 

$3000.  

• In more outreach, WMKV’s history was celebrated at a “Wine and Words celebration 

held at Maple Knoll on May 7th.  George Zahn and Connie Langhorst represented 

WMKV at this event.  Discussion suggest this type of format could be a template for 

more meetings around BHI or with more residents at Maple Knoll or the Knolls of 

Oxford.   

• WMKV has been asked by the Mason Public Library to be part of a July 2nd, America 

250 event.  George Zahn and Jim Imholte will attend. 

 



• On June 13th, WMKV’s George and Lori Zahn DJed a charity car show put on by two 

WMKV members to assist the Shriners Children’s Transportation Fund.  They also 

appeared that day representing WMKV/WLHS and the Knolls of Oxford at Miami 

University’s Alumni Day in Oxford. 

 

5. Board Membership Changes 

• Jim Imholte has agreed to rejoin the board 

• It was voted that Nate Henderson be voted off the board as he is unable to attend 

meetings. 

• Potential new members: 

o Randy Michaels -discussion centered on Randy’s connection with The 

Oasis/WKRP, which is somewhat counter programming music to WMKV/WLHS.  

George Zahn is going to sound out those who know Randy better.  Currently there 

is no board consensus on contacting him re joining the board. 

o Sophia McAlister attended as a proposed new board member.  Sophia declined to 

join the board, but indicated that she is interested and available to volunteer for 

the station.   

o The board would like WMKV underwriting director Michelle Barkan to attend 

board meetings as an ad hoc attendee.  We often discuss issues related to funding 

that appear to fit within her responsibilities. 

o Other possibilities are Jay Gilbert and a judge from Cincinnati who may be 

interested in joining the CAB. 

 

6. Board Suggestions and Discussion 

• WMKV Outreach: 

o Maple Knoll distributes a printed monthly newsletter ‘The Resident Reporter’ to 

all residents.  As a follow-up to the CAB meeting, we will write a short article to 

provide residents information about ‘their’ radio station, and our program listings.  

Ken Mandel will prepare an article and be in touch with Zac Corbett to make sure 

we can place our article as an ongoing item in the newsletter.   

o We will also pursue doing something similar at other BHI communities which 

have resident newsletters.  Residents at other BHI communities can access 

WMKV’s programming remotely, and this will be the focus our presentation to 

other BHI facilities.  

o A continuing goal is to get WMKV into BHI communities and increase exposure 

to BHI residents.  We have discussed offering to go to them, or having managers 

from BHI communities visit us at Maple Knoll.  Initial meetings with appropriate 

senior managers of BHI and BHI communities, seems to be the most appropriate 

way to move this initiative forward.  These discussions should involve George 

Zahn, appropriate supportive management from Maple Knoll, and a couple of  

CAB members. 

 

 



• Succession: 

o The board agrees that as the WMKV staff ages, there should be encouragement 

and discussion of succession plans for planned or urgent loss of staff.  George 

Zahn has no current plans regarding retirement, but we need to look ahead, as this 

is a long-term project.   

o A paid Assistant Manager would be a possible vehicle to start any transition. 

o Recruiting other Maple Knoll staff who might be interested (Jack in Security ala 

Dave Schram who started as a security employee at Maple Knoll is one possible 

target). 

o Jay Gilbert was mentioned as a possible succession candidate.   

o Possibly getting a younger staff member, Russ was a suggestion, to visit the 

veteran broadcaster luncheons with Mike Martini to spark more interest in deeper 

connection with WMKV looking forward. 

 

• WMKV Posters: 

o Jim Imholte is working with activities at Maple Knoll for a poster contest later 

this year.  The posters would promote WMKV, and there can be voting on the best 

poster.   We could feature them on Facebook and the website.  It was brought up 

that more people may visit the website and that many people do not use 

Facebook. 

 

• T-Shirts and Hats: 

o  Jim Imholte brought up the idea of T-Shirts and has an outlet that might allow us 

to get shirts for about $11 per shirt.  He is checking screen print or embroidered.  

WMKV Ball caps were also brought up as a desirable thank you gift.  Connie 

suggested we may be able to trade for the items.  Ken Mandel was not strongly 

enthusiastic about shirts, as there could likely be some significant up-front costs 

from a provider for ‘set up’, and recalls that the station had these in the past, and 

they were not ‘high priority’ thank you gift items.  Caps are more likely gifts.  

Also, if we have caps, can we ‘sell’ them at public events, like the ‘1940’s 

Weekend’, WMKV Golf Outing’ and other events at which WMKV is involved? 

 

• WMKV Ambassador: 

o As described earlier, Sophia McAllister was not ready to commit to being a board 

member, but would like, as a new resident at Maple Knoll, to help volunteer for a 

variety of events including the Sunday dances.   She would like to attend future 

meetings as an ad hoc attendee, as well.  George will connect Sophia and Peggy 

Hunsberger about the dances. 

 

• Rerun PSAs: 

o Jim Imholte is working on writing announcements to help promote Maple Knoll 

Village’s Rerun Store which is open to the public.  George Zahn will get the 

announcements into the station’s PSA rotation. 

 



• Next Steps / Action Items 

o The next CAB meeting will be scheduled TBD after the September drive in mid 

to late September. 

 

Meeting Adjourned: 1:03pm 


